School for Environment Case Study

L7

School for
Environment

Name: Darrell Maryon
Job title: Horticulture trainer

Employer: Heeley City Farm,
http://www.heeleyfarm.org.uk/

Charity No. 1111482

Starting your career
What attracted you to a career working in Sheffield’s environment?

Sheffield has such great open spaces that need to be conserved, they make it a more attractive city than
most.

How did you find out about the career opportunities that were available?

Through being a student, and being part of the loose network of folk who work in land-based activities.
How did you get your career started?

By doing lots of voluntary work while my kids were little, and doing some relevant courses. Helping
restore the garden at Unstone Grange. Various community work with SOFI. The voluntary work got me
noticed so that | was asked to take on teaching a WEA horticulture class in Heeley.

Your career path

How long have you been working in the industry?

Must be at least 15 years if you include the work | did for nothing!

What jobs have you done and how did you progress?

| am still teaching horticulture, a bit for the WEA (Workers’ Educational Association) in Manchester
(online tutorials) and mostly for Heeley City Farm. Occasional lectures for Sheffield University.
Occasional consultancy work. The training project at the City Farm has expanded into growing crops on
four sites, one of which is a 1 hectare organic market garden, supplying bit and pieces to restaurants, as
well as doing the Sheffield Farmer's Markets.

Training and skills

What qualifications did you achieve before entering your career?

Various Arts A-levels.

NVQ level 2 in Commercial Horticulture & then in Environmental Conservation. Level 3 in Environmental
Conservation.

What job-specific skills training and development have you undertaken since starting your
career?

Main one is recently acquired Certificate in Post- Compulsory Education (i.e. a qualification in
teaching/training adults learners.)
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What have you gained from your training and development?

Professional approach to what | love doing anyway. Ability to work with others in that capacity.
Your working day

What is a typical day for you?

A whole range of tasks depending on the season and weather — all about growing organic food. Students
and volunteers working with me on those tasks. | need to supervise them, try and ensure they develop
their knowledge and skills as best as each day’s circumstances allow. May also be doing more formal,
classroom teaching, tutorials, assessing students’ work. Rushing about harvesting crops and dropping
them off to our client restaurants.

What takes up most of your time?
In the Summer — weeding and preparing ground for planting, crop care.
In the Winter — maintenance of sites and paperwork...

What is the best bit about your job?

When it's sunny — I'm out enjoying it even if | am working!
The future

What are your aspirations for your career?

Keeping the course going, trying to keep its workings flexible to suit the wide range of people who
participate; taking on more projects around the theme of local, organic food. Employing others,
especially ex-students, to take on those projects. Grow more food for less and less effort as my body
gets old...

Have other people take over what | am doing so | can do something | can’'t even imagine at the moment.
Help be part of the efforts to communicate the principles and practices of local organic food growing so
that in the future people will take it all for granted — it will be the norm rather than something “alternative.”

How would you like to develop your skills further in the future?

Learn to grow more food for less effort — by developing no-dig and low-tillage methods of cultivation.
Develop my research skills for a few pet projects | want to work on.

Who has been an inspiration or influence on your career?

A lot of people in the Sheffield community have influenced me...but really it's the allotment my Dad had
in London when | was very young that really sold gardening and the outdoors to me. Also my brother
works in London in a suit — | knew | couldn’t do that!

If you had to “sell” a career in Sheffield’s environment in one sentence, what would you say?

| can’t promote it better than it already does itself- those who want to work in/for Sheffield’s environment should
develop their knowledge and skills and have a go...



